


The next 500 feet of riverfront is occupied by the River Road trash transfer station, owned by
Allied Waste Industries. Macadam pavement and a cyclone fence have been built right to the
edge of the riverbank. Whether Allied Waste would be willing to negotiate trail easement along
the riverside has not been able to be determined. A map showing a tentative trail alignment has
been submitted to Allied for their consideration. An alternate alignment could place the trail on
the land side of the transfer station, close to Norfolk Southern’s tracks, but that would involve an
at-grade crossing between trail users and a steady stream of trucks entering and leaving the
transfer station.

Reach 13

Upper Merion Township owns the

next half-mile of riverside.

Swedeland Basin Park is undeveloped

open space, utilized mostly by off-

road motorcyclists and ATV riders,

some of whom have been

maintaining the riverfront trail by

clearing fallen trees that periodically

block the path. At this point in time,

the only access to Swedeland Basin

Park is by using a private grade

crossing over Norfolk Southern’s

freight tracks. The grade crossing is

currently used by traffic accessing

Bearoff’s auto salvage facility, and the Existing riverside path at Swedeland Basin Park
Allied Waste trash transfer station.

The paved parking lot that abuts the

township Park straddles the property line between Allied Waste and Norfolk Southern and has
been posted with No Trespassing signs.

Near the south end of the township property, the basin ends and the Trail alignment could
continue, following an existing earthen path on the flood plain.

The next three-quarters of a mile of riverfront is owned by Norfolk Southern, with their freight
tracks running parallel to the
riverbank. For much of the length, a
wide bench suitable for trail
construction exists between the tracks
and the river’s edge. In fact, there is
an intermittent footpath, even marked
by vyellow paint blazes on trees.
Unfortunately, at one or two spots the
bench narrows down significantly.
Physically, trail construction s
possible  here. But, Norfolk
Southern’s policy is to prohibit trail
construction within their right-of-way
in close proximity to and parallel to
active freight tracks. After meeting

with  representatives of ~ Norfolk Conceptual sketch depicting proposed Trail viaduct

Southern, it was made clear that an across NS tracks. Swedeland Basin Park is on the right
alternate, inland trail alignment
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should be pursued in this area.

Reach 14

Leaving the riverside for an inland route will require crossing, and then re-crossing, Norfolk
Southern’s freight tracks. Because it is Norfolk Southern’s policy to prohibit grade crossings (and
in fact to eliminate existing grade crossings wherever possible), trail viaducts are proposed. To
help gain the 23 foot vertical clearance required, the Trail alignment could gradually climb the
earthwork of the abandoned silt basin berm. Then, the viaduct’s length should span not just the
three active sets of railroad tracks, but also additional space that may be required for future
additional tracks.

One hundred and fifty feet after crossing the Norfolk Southern “main line,” a parallel branch line
operated by Upper Merion & Plymouth Railroad will also need to be crossed. A second, shorter
viaduct would span those tracks. Both trail viaducts would have the capacity to accommodate a
single lane of authorized motor vehicle traffic thus enabling trail maintenance, security patrols,
and emergency response along the trail.

Reach 15

After these viaducts, the trail would cross onto the edge of property owned by Philadelphia
Newspapers Inc., and occupied by the printing plant for the Inquirer and the Daily News. The
trail would be built alongside a 600 foot long driveway that leads uphill from parking lots to
Route 23, River Road.

For the next mile, the trail alignment would run adjacent to the east edge of River Road, PA
Route 23. A 12-foot wide paved trail, separated from River Road’s cartway, is envisioned. Three
properties front River Road in this section; those are owned by Philadelphia Newspapers Inc.,
GlaxoSmithKline, and Lonza, Inc.

Reach 16

The first 1700 feet of Trail alignment
would run in front of the Inquirer
plant. The crossing of two driveway
entrances to the Inquirer will require
careful design to minimize conflicts
between trail users and turning motor
vehicles. GIS indicates that the state
highway right-of-way is wide enough
to accommodate a 12-foot wide
multi-use trail, but this will need to be
verified. If PNI were willing to
negotiate an easement, the trail could
be moved further back from the road.
On the south side of the second e ARt
entrance driveway, however, a right- Trail would utilize wide right-of-way
turn lane occupies almost the entire of River Road / PA Route 23 at Inquirer printing plant

right-of-way. Procuring a trail
easement would be more critical in that area.

That section of right-of-way occupied by River Road’s right-turn-lane continues for 200 feet along
frontage is owned by GlaxoSmithKline. (That ownership information is derived from
Montgomery County GIS data.) As with the Inquirer property, it is hoped that a narrow (10 to 15
foot wide) frontage easement to permit construction of the trail can be negotiated. Two more
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trail crossings of driveway entrances will, again, require careful design. The second of those
entrances lines up with Swedeland Road, PA Route 320. This is a signalized intersection with
painted crosswalks. It is recommended that push-button actuated pedestrian signals be added to
this intersection.

Alternates C and D

Alternate C continues the trail between River Road and the west bank of the Schuylkill River.
Because of a narrow pinch point between Norfolk Southern railroad and the PECO fire academy
in West Conshohocken, Alignment C may prove to be infeasible. If that is in fact the case,
Alternate D would provide a continuous trail by following the east side of River Road and then
an inland route to West Conshohocken.

Both Alternates C and D converge on Barr Harbor Drive in West Conshohocken.

Reach 17C
Once across the signalized intersection of River Road and Swedeland Road, the Trail alignment
continues on the east edge of River Road, along frontage owned by Lonza, Inc. GIS data
indicates perhaps 12 to 15 feet of right-of-way between the curb line of River Road and the right-
of-way line. This space is barely adequate for a multi-use trail, especially considering the high
traffic volumes and speeds on River Road. Therefore, it is hoped that a trail easement along the
frontage can be negotiated with
Lonza, allowing a more generous
setback between road and ftrail.
Because the ground slopes down
steeply from River Road, the multi-
use trail would need to be
constructed on fill.  Gabions may
serve as a retaining wall (refer to
Section S-1), depending on the results
of a more thorough engineering
analysis. The trail alignment crosses
Lonza’s entrance drive near its
intersection with River Road. This
crossing will require careful design in

order to minimize the hazard posed e AR S £y pesyss
by motor vehicles turning from River Both Alternate Trail Alignments would cross this railroad here:

Alternate C on the left side; Alternate D on the right.

Road into the driveway.

At the southern end of the Lonza frontage, the trail would cross a low-volume freight siding at
grade. Existing lights and crossing gates warn of approaching trains. The trail alignment is
adjacent to River Road (PA Route 23) at this point. Therefore this may be considered an
alteration of an existing grade crossing, rather than the establishment of a new one.

Reach 18C

The trail then turns away from River Road, towards the river and the township-owned lands of
Kunda Park. A bridge crossing Norfolk Southern railroad will be required. Here again, a viaduct
capable of accommodating a single lane of authorized motor vehicle traffic is recommended, and
the viaduct should clear both existing railroad tracks and space that may be required for
additional tracks in the future.
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Reach 19C

At this point, the Trail alignment crosses from Upper Merion Township, into West
Conshohocken Borough. Kunda Park straddles both sides of the municipal boundary, so that
Upper Merion Township owns the portion of Kunda Park that lies within West Conshohocken
Borough.

The trail alignment here would
upgrade an existing riverside earthen
road, paralleling a gas pipeline
owned by Transcontinental Gas Pipe
Line Corporation. After 800 feet, the
trail crosses from Kunda Park into
PennDOT right-of-way.  Here the
twin bridges of Interstate 476 “the
Blue Route” cross overhead. It is
thought that running the trail beneath
these bridges should not pose a
problem for PennDOT, as there is
more  than  adequate  vertical
clearance.

Existing earthen road in Kunda Park.
Reach 20C Interstate 476 / Blue Route bridges beyond

After crossing beneath the Blue Route

bridges, the trail alignment reaches land owned by Philadelphia Electric Company. This parcel
is occupied by PECO'’s fire academy, and the PECO Gas Methods & Training building. Here,
the trail alignment is constrained by Norfolk Southern railroad to the west and the river to the
east. How to route the trail through PECO’s property was the topic of two meetings with PECO
representatives during the preparation of this study.

The PECO facility is surrounded by a six foot high cyclone fence topped with barbed wire, but
that fence does not extend to the river’s edge. In fact a foot path exists on the strip of land
between the PECO facility and riverbank. Construction of a multi-use trial at the riverbank is
feasible here, though its width may need to be narrowed for a short distance due to space
constraints. Representatives of PECO recommend that the trail not be routed here, due to
concerns regarding the close proximity of sensitive natural gas equipment. PECO suggests an
inland alignment, along the west side of PECO'’s facility.

Reach 21C

The inland side of the PECO facility is
a macadam lot, bounded on the west
side by Norfolk Southern’s freight
railroad.  GIS data indicates that
PECO’s Gas Methods and Training
building is constructed tight against
the property line. Therefore, a trail
alignment through the macadam
parking lot would need to traverse
Norfolk Southern’s property, if only
for a short distance — about 200 feet.
It is hoped that an arrangement
(similar to Norfolk Southern’s existing
trail agreement with Upper Merion)

Norfolk Southern right-of-way beneath PECO pipe bridge
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Township can be reached, or a strip of land be acquired from Norfolk Southern.

Once past the fenced area that encloses the natural gas and fire academy facilities, the trail
would continue another five hundred feet on riverside PECO property. Plymouth Dam,
constructed in 1858, spans the river here, although this dam is slated for removal by the State.
While the timber crib portion of the dam is to be demolished, the massive, historic cut-stone
headwalls on the riverbank will likely be preserved. The trail would pass within view of the
stonework, and it’s recommended that interpretive signage relating the history of the dam and of
the Schuylkill Navigation be installed here.

Reach 22C

At the southern end of the PECO property, the mouth of Gulph Creek is reached. It is
recommended that Gulph Creek be spanned with a new trail bridge. At present, pedestrians
who wish to access the riverbank and Plymouth Dam trespass across Norfolk Southern’s railroad
bridge, as evidenced by a de facto footpath of compacted ballast. A new trail bridge would offer
a safer alternative.

Reach 27C

The south end of the Gulph Creek
trail bridge would land on the Tower
Bridge development, owned by
Oliver Tyrone Pulver Corporation.
The next half-mile of riverfront is
owned by Pulver, who has built a
series of office buildings in park-like
setting, and constructed a six-foot
wide macadam path along the river.

OTP Corporation does not prohibit
public access to the riverfront path.
OTP management has, however,
stressed that public use of the path
can be at odds with their very high
standards  regarding litter  and
maintenance. If OTP does not wish the riverfront path to be designated as a link in the Schuylkill
River West Trail, then the parallel Barr Harbor Drive may serve as an alternative. Bicycles may
share the roadway, with pedestrians
accommodated on existing concrete
sidewalks.

) 'Riverside path on grounds of Five Tower Bridg

Both Pulver’s riverside path and Barr
Harbor Drive pass beneath the busy
Fayette Street bridge, offering a
favorable alternative to crossing its
five lanes of traffic at grade.

As of Fall 2008 Oliver Tyrone Pulver
Corporation has reportedly sold Five
Tower Bridge, and the new owners
need to be identified and consulted.

Reach 17D River Road at GlaxoSmithKline
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