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north side of the railroad is owned by Norfolk Southern.  In addition to removing (and selling)  
the residual coal culm from the basin floor, Norfolk Southern has expressed tentative interest in 
developing the site.  Located above the flood line, the tract is in fact eligible for development.  A 
viaduct over Norfolk Southern’s tracks designed to accommodate both motor vehicle traffic and 
the Trail would facilitate this development. 
 
Reach 7 
Coming down from the viaduct, the proposed trail alignment approaches the Schuylkill River 
bank on land owned by Upper Merion Township.  This parcel cannot be reached except by 
crossing property owned by Eastern 
Real Estate Company (controlled by 
Norfolk Southern).  Because this land 
is not directly adjacent to active 
freight tracks, it is hoped that a 
purchase can be negotiated with NS.   
 
Once on the township-owned parcel, 
the trail alignment passes near a boat 
launch located about a mile and a 
half upstream from Upper Merion 
Boat Club’s Trinsey boathouse. 
 
The Trail alignment may follow that 
of an existing earthen road, or it may 
follow a course closer to the river’s 
edge, taking care to avoid the felling 
of mature trees. 
 
After traversing about a quarter mile of township land, the trail alignment would require either an 
easement from PECO or the sale of a trail corridor by Eastern Real Estate Company; the existing 
earthen road crosses both.  After 1700 feet, PECO’s property ends and the entire wooded 
lowland along the river is owned by Eastern Real Estate (Norfolk Southern).  The existing earthen 
road parallels Norfolk Southern’s track but is separated by a distance of about 200 feet; a 
riverfront Trail alignment would increase that separation distance. Here again, it would be 
desirable to purchase a strip of land along the river for the trail. 
 
The trail would pass near the 
impressive stone ruins of the 
Knickerbocker Ice Works.  About a 
football field in length and 30 feet 
high at its highest point, this structure 
once housed ice blocks harvested 
from the river for use during summer 
months.  The development of 
industrial refrigeration has long since 
obviated the need for these ice 
houses.  Interpretive signage could 
describe the context for curious trail 
users. 
  
Further south, the trail alignment 
follows the existing earthen road 

 

 
Existing riverside earthen road on PECO lands 

 

 
Existing earthen road passes beneath NS railroad bridge 
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along the river’s edge, passing by the above-ground pipes and wells of a groundwater treatment 
facility.   
 
Next, the existing earthen road follows the route of the long- abandoned tow-path of the 
Schuylkill Navigation where it ducks under a Norfolk Southern railroad bridge.  Three hundred 
feet downstream of the bridge, the trail leaves Eastern Real Estate’s property and crosses onto 
land owned by Mereck Ltd. 
 
Here, too, the trail alignment follows an existing earthen road.  Passing beneath PennDOT’s 
Dannehower Bridge (U.S. 202 South) should not pose a problem, as there is more than adequate 
clearance.  The Trail would pass to the south of (the inland side of) the Trinsey Boat House, 
which is the alignment preferred by Upper Merion Boat Club.   After a half-mile traversing 
Mereck Ltd’s lands, the trail alignment would pass from Upper Merion Township into Bridgeport 
Borough, on to land owned by Bridgeport Borough. 
 
Reach 8 
Here the trail would pass the recently-completed fish ladder at Norristown Dam, and pass 
beneath SEPTA’s Route 100 trolley viaduct.  Once south of the viaduct, the trail crosses parcels 
owned by 106 Dekalb Inc.  Owner-developer Rich Schildt has revitalized this and neighboring 
properties in Bridgeport Borough, and has expressed his enthusiasm for the Schuylkill River West 
Trail, welcoming the commercial potential that trail users bring.   
 
The next major road to be crossed is 
Dekalb Street (U.S. 202 North).  A 
short distance from the river’s edge, at 
Front Street, an at-grade crossing of 
Dekalb Street has been designed for 
the Chester Valley Trail Extension.  It 
is proposed that the Schuylkill River 
West Trail utilize this same signalized 
crossing, due to be constructed in 
2009. 
 
Reach 9 
Once across Dekalb Street, the 
Schuylkill River West Trail alignment 
would follow the Chester Valley Trail 
Extension one block back to the 
river’s edge.  The trail would turn 
right, briefly on land currently owned 
by Eugene Nelson.  Mr. Nelson has expressed willingness to allow the trail to cross his property. 
 
Reach 10 
The next half-mile of riverfront is the site of the former Continental Business Center, currently 
owned by O’Neill Properties Group.  O’Neill intends to redevelop this property, named 
Bridgeview, as 785 proposed condominiums, townhouses and apartments.  A riverfront trail, 
open to the public, is integral to O’Neill’s vision for the site.  The consulting team has forwarded 
multi-use trail design standards to O’Neill, so that the trail width, surface and shoulders can be 
compatible with adjacent reaches of the Schuylkill River West Trail. See the sketch of this 
proposed trail section on the next page. 

 

 
 

Trail would utilize Chester Valley Trail Extension’s 
 crossing at Dekalb and Front Streets, Bridgeport 
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