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Trail development can serve as a 
catalyst for regeneration of disturbed 
environments. Landscape and 
environmental impacts of trail 
development can be optimized 
through the selection of an 
appropriate alignment within the 
corridor, application of best practices 
for trail and stormwater design, and 
through a strategic and synergistic 
approach to additional landscape and 
environmental restoration initiatives. 
Possible benefits of trail development 
include access for resource managers 
permitting clean-up of rogue dump 
sites, stabilization of erosive 
conditions, storm drainage improve- 
ments, and control of invasive 
species, among others. 
 
E. Goals and Objectives 
 
This study assesses the feasibility of a recreational trail along the west side of the Schuylkill River 
in Upper Merion Township, Bridgeport Borough, West Conshohocken Borough, Lower Merion 
Township, and Philadelphia.  The objectives of this study are to evaluate the feasibility of 
proposed trail alignments, and where appropriate, make recommendations and formulate 
preliminary designs to guide the creation of the Trail. 
 
F. Trail Benefits 
 
The Schuylkill River valley is exceptionally rich with natural, historical, and cultural assets.  The 
Schuylkill River West Trail would enhance the quality of life for local residents not only by 
providing for recreation and appreciation of the beauty of the landscape’s natural scenery, but 
also by stimulating economic revitalization of the traditional main streets in the valley’s historic 
towns.   
 
Bringing the Trail through historic 
commercial centers provides mutually 
for the benefit of the town and the 
trail users.  Town centers and their 
related businesses provide amenities 
to trail users in the form of restaurants, 
hotels, shops and site-seeing.  Thus, 
the Trail users bring a new source of 
income to help grow current 
businesses and create opportunity for 
the development of new ones.  
 
Potential recreational business activ- 
ities that could be generated or 
expanded because of the Trail include 

 
Trail users bring commerce to town centers. 

Frosty Falls in Bridgeport will serve the Chester Valley Trail 
and, if constructed, the Schuylkill River West Trail  

 
Existing rogue trail, Upper Merion Township. 

Disturbed landscapes would be restored 
as part of the proposed trail development 
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eateries, bed and breakfasts, bicycle rental, recreation activities, sightseeing excursions, and 
bicycle related shops. 
 
The proposed trail would enhance mobility and connectedness within Montgomery County.  The 
Trail would also provide safer walking and bicycle commuting opportunities to businesses, parks, 
schools and the like.  
 
Potential Connections to Other Trails and to Rail Lines 
 
The proposed alignment of the Schuylkill River West Trail connects with a number of existing 
and proposed trails.  At its northern and southern ends, it would meet with the existing Schuylkill 
River Trail.  Open today between Center City Philadelphia and Phoenixville, PA, as well as in 
other areas to the north, the SRT will ultimately stretch 128 miles north to the headwaters of the 
Schuylkill.  The northern terminus of the Schuylkill River West Trail, at Valley Forge National 
Historical Park, would connect directly with the Park’s network of multi-use trails.  Nearby are 
connections to the Audubon Loop Trail and the 19-mile long Perkiomen Trail. 
 
At Bridgeport, direct connection would be made with the multi-use Chester Valley Trail now 
under development. This trail links with the Bridgeport Station of the Route 100 Norristown 
High-Speed Line. In addition, the Chester Valley Trail could be followed across the Schuylkill 
River to connect with the existing Schuylkill River Trail at Norristown, along with the Norristown 
Transportation Center. The Schuylkill River West Trail will connect with other local trails in 
Bridgeport as well. 
 
At West Conshohocken, crossing the Fayette Street bridge would provide another connection to 
the Schuylkill River Trail and to the Cross County Trail, and to the Conshohocken Regional Rail 
Station. 
 
The southern end of the proposed Schuylkill River West Trail would connect to the Kelly Drive 
and Martin Luther King Drive segments of Schuylkill River Trail, as well as the Wissahickon Trail 
and the Cynwyd Trail (now under development).  Excellent connections to the R6 Regional Rail 
Line are afforded at Belmont Avenue (to the Manayunk Station), the Pencoyd Bridge (to the 
Wissahickon Station), and at the Falls Bridge (to the East Falls Station). 
 
 
G. Projected Uses 
 
The Schuylkill River West Trail would 
appeal to a broad spectrum of users.  It is 
intended that the highest benefit of this trail 
corridor will be the establishment of non-
motorized connections between towns, 
parks, residential and business communities, 
cultural, natural and historic resources.  The 
Trail is further envisioned as a strategic 
element of the future growth and 
development of the region’s potential for 
increased markets in heritage tourism and 
economic development.  
 
Fortunately the region has a growing 
network of multi-use trails, including the 

 

 
The nearby Radnor Trail 
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Schuylkill River Trail and the Radnor Trail.  These trails have sparked the interest and momentum 
that has led to this study.  The citizens that use these trails have realized and appreciated the 
many benefits of trails and greenways and have initiated various studies and plans such as this 
one.  Some current uses that would be immediately enhanced include: local joggers, picnickers, 
hikers, and anglers; recreational and commuting bicyclists; and employees of local businesses. 
 
H. Examples of other Long-Distance Trails 
 

The 150 mile-long Great Allegheny Passage links Pittsburgh with Cumberland, Maryland, at 

 
Section Map 2 of the Allegheny Trail Alliance – Note shared sections of Trail and links to services. 




